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put an end to the trade. Some is still exported, however, to Indo-
China, the Straits Settlements, and other parts of eastern Asia.
Great Britain is by far the largest purchaser of dressed hides and
skins, Germany and the United States of raw hides and skins
respectively. Tea is exported mainly to the British Isles, where
within the last sixty years Chinese teas, which had previously held
the field, have been almost superseded by those of India and Ceylon,
which are also beginning to make their way in the United States
and elsewhere. The better methods employed in India and Ceylon,
both of growing the plant and of preparing the leaf, account
in great part for the change which has taken place.
At one time India exported considerable quantities of cotton
goods, but with the growth of the Lancashire industry the demand
for these gradually declined. Instead, India became a large importer,
and has continued to be such, though, with the recent development
of the modern, factory system within the country, the nature and
extent of the trade have changed greatly. There is no longer the
same demand for yarn as formerly, and the imports are in the main
confined to the higher counts, for which Indian cotton has proved
unsuitable. With an increased importation of American and
Egyptian cotton, however, and an extended use of the most
modern textile machinery, the demand for foreign yam is steadily
decreasing, and in I935-S 4 per cent of the yam used in Indian
mills came from abroad. With regard to piece goods, conditions
are somewhat different, and large quantities are still imported,
though even here the position is rapidly changing to the detriment
of the English, manufacturer, "In 1913-14 the total imports into
India of cotton piece goods were 3,197 million yards, of which the"
United Kingdom supplied 97 per cent and Japan 0-3 per cent. In
1930-31 the total imports had fallen to 890 million yards, of which
the United Kingdom shipped 58-8 per cent and Japan 36-1 per cent.
Whereas in 1913-14 imports provided three-quarters and the Indian
mills one-quarter of the machine-made cloth available for con-
sumption in the country, in 1930-31 the Indian mills produced
time-quarters, and imports provided only one-quarter of the avail-
able telance for consumption. Of this one-quarter, the United
Kingdom, as we have seen, supplied only 58-8 per cent/' * In
1 Conditions &nd Prospects of United Kingdom Trade in India, 1930-31,
by Thomas M. Ainsccnxgh, C.B.E.   (Department of Overseas Trade.)   In this
paragrapb. I have made free use of this valuable report.